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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

Paralympics Australia acknowledges and pays

respect to Elders past and present of the lands

and waters on which we live, work and engage

in sports together. We are committed to caring

for those lands and people across the nation.

We acknowledge the diversity, unique histories,

cultures, knowledge and current experiences

of individuals and communities across Australia.

We celebrate their contributions to the nation

broadly, and specifically to community and sport.
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Kane Perris PLY
Impact of Para sport?



HP 2032+ Para System Uplift

Historic Investment

In June 2024, the Australian Government 
announced the biggest ever Paralympic spend to 
address systemic and structural barriers to 
performance for para athletes. The $54.9 million 
additional para sport funding, doubling the existing 
support, will address better classification 
opportunities, access to fit-for-purpose training 
environments, and specialised coaching and 
performance support.

Our Vision
To create an inclusive and equitable HP sports 
system where Para athletes can fully realise their 
potential and unite, inspire, and motivate 
Australians for generations to come.

Key Enablers





A process that:

• Determines who is eligible to compete in Para sports

• Groups athletes into sport classes based on similar levels of 
impairment

What is classification?



• Creates a fair and meaningful competition

• Minimises the impact of athletes’ impairments on the outcome of 
competition 

• Outcome is determined by factors other than impairment

Classification is essential to the Paralympic Movement 
as Para sport cannot exist without Classification.

Why is classification important?



7 Eligible impairments for Para sport are :

Physical
• Impaired Muscle Power
• Impaired Passive Range of Movement
• Limb Deficiency and/or Limb Length Difference
• Short Stature
• Coordination Impairments

• Hypertonia/Spasticity
• Motor Ataxia
• Dyskinesia (athetosis, dystonia, chorea)

Vision
Intellectual

Who is eligible?



4 Stages

1. Underlying Health Condition (UHC) Assessment

2. Eligible Impairment Assessment

3. Minimum Impairment Criteria (MIC) Assessment

4. Sport Class Assessment

How does the classification process work?



• Classification is conducted by trained classifiers

• These are either Medical or Technical Classifiers

• National VI classifiers consist of Ophthalmologists, 
Optometrists and Orthoptists.

• They are trained sport officials certified by that Para sport to 
undertake the classification

• A VI classifier is trained by Paralympics Australia

Who conducts classification?



Vision Impairment - Eligibility

Athletes with Vision Impairment have an Underlying Health Condition 

affecting the structure or function of the eye, optic nerve, optic chiasm, 

post chiasma visual pathways, or visual cortex of the brain resulting in 

reduced or no visual function even when using the best possible 

refractive or optical correction.

Athletes must meet MIC in BOTH eyes to be eligible 



Underlying Health Conditions

Examples of underlying health conditions include but are not limited to the 

following; 

• Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis, 

• Oculocutaneous Albinism

• Retinitis Pigmentosa, 

• Macular dystrophy, 

• Mitochondrial disease, 

• Nystagmus, 

• Peters' anomaly,

• Retinal detachment



When an athlete is eligible and meets the minimum requirements 

They will be allocated a Sport Class and a Sport Class status.

Sport Class - the letters/numbers that identify who the athlete 
competes against in competition.

Sport Class Status- is allocated to an athlete to indicate 
ongoing athlete evaluation requirements and protest 
opportunities.

What is the outcome of classification?



Vision Impairment (VI)  Paralympic Sports

Sport VI Classes Notes
Alpine Skiing B1–B3 VI athletes ski with a guide
Archery VI Class (W1/VIS) Athletes may use tactile sights or auditory cues
Athletics T/F11–13 T11–T12 athletes may use a guide; T13 competes without
Blind Football B1 only All players are blindfolded; only B1 athletes eligible
Climbing B1-3 All athletes use sighted guide while climbing
Cycling (Tandem) B All VI athletes ride with a sighted pilot
Equestrian Grades I–V VI is an eligible impairment; grading based on functional ability
Goalball Open VI (B1–B3) All players wear eyeshades; only VI athletes allowed
Judo B1–B3 All classes compete together in weight divisions
Nordic Skiing B1–B3 VI athletes ski with a guide and audio communication
Rowing PR3 Mixed class; VI athletes eligible
Shooting SH-VI Athletes use acoustic aiming systems
Swimming S11–S13 S11 must wear blacked-out goggles and use a tapper
Taekwondo K44–VI (new) VI athletes now eligible under updated classification rules (as of 2024)
Triathlon PTVI Athletes race with a guide across all disciplines



Vision Impairment Classes 
Broken Down

T/F12
T/F = Track / Field

12 = The Number indicates the degree of impairment. 

In Para athletics the vision impairment class has three classes; 

- T/F11 (Highest degree of vision impairment)

- T/F12 (Moderate degree of vision impairment)

- T/F13 (Lowest degree of vision Impairment)

Classification Rules: 
- T11 athletes must compete blindfolded and with a guide.

- T12 Athletes do not wear a blindfold. It is optional to compete with a guide.

- T13 athletes do not wear a blindfold and cannot use a guide.

Image: Jaryd Clifford T12 Paralympian



Vision Impairment Classes 
Broken Down

S13 / SB13 / SM13
S = Swimming; Freestyle, Backstroke, Butterfly

SB = Swimming Breaststroke 

SM = Swimming Individual Medley

13 = The Number indicates the degree of impairment. 

In Para swimming the vision impairment class has three classes; 

- S11 / SB11 / SM11  (Highest degree of vision impairment)

- S12 / SB12 / SM12 (Moderate degree of vision impairment)

- S13 / SB13 / SM13 (Lowest degree of vision Impairment)

Classification Rules: 
- S11 Athletes must compete blacked out goggles and use a tapper*.

- S12 Blacked out goggles and tapper are optional.

- S13 Blacked out goggles and tapper are not required.

*Tapper is a person who taps swimmer near the wall to signal turns/finish

Image: Katja Dedekind S13 / SB13 / 
SM13 Paralympian



VI Sports classes
IBSA Sports: Athletics, Blind football, Cycling, Equestrian, Goalball, Rowing, Swimming and 
Triathlon,



VI Sports classes – some testing differences

Some sports use non-IBSA classes:

- Archery

- Shooting

- Judo

- Alpine skiing

- Nordic skiing

Does not use visual fields

Does not include visual field; includes contrast sensitivity

Need Binocular Visual Field Results attached.

Need Binocular Visual Field Results attached.

Need Binocular Visual Field Results attached.



Alpine and Nordic Skiing

Note

- Visual acuity is ‘best of’ R, L, binocular – significant variations between monocular and binocular may lead to CNC

- Field testing must include at least 80 degree diameter

- Monocular fields may also be requested



Does not include visual field

Follows IBSA classifications for acuity

Archery



Shooting
Does not include visual field; 
includes contrast sensitivity



Judo

Visual acuity of less than or equal to logMAR2.6 in 
binocular vision

J1

Visual acuity between logMAR1.3 and 2.5 (inclusive) with 
binocular vision or with a binocular visual field of 60 
degrees or less in diameter

J2



Sport Class and Status
The sport class will be either a letter or number

DescriptionCodeStatus
Athlete’s classification is final and not 
expected to change.CConfirmed

Classification will be reviewed on a specific 
future date.R-FRDReview – Fixed Review 

Date

Classification to be reviewed at the next 
suitable competition or opportunity.R-NAOReview – Next Available 

Opportunity

Athlete is under review due to a change in 
condition or impairment impact 
(Must use for Provisional)

RReview

Not eligible based on UHC, Eligible 
impairment or minimum impairment criteria

NE-UHC
NE-EI
NE-MIC

Not Eligible



Athletes who are Not Eligible

Two instances where an athlete is Not Eligible (NE): 

1) Athlete does not have an eligible impairment e.g. Athlete has a Refractive 
error alone.

2) Athlete has an eligible impairment but does not meet MIC e.g. Athlete has an 
eligible impairment resulting in vision loss in only one eye.

 

If an athlete is allocated a Not Eligible (NE) sport class status, Paralympics 
Australia provide the athlete with an alternate VI sports facts sheet which 
provides information for inclusive Blind and low vision sporting options outside of 
the Paralympic classification system.



Sports Pathway & Classification

Level 1 :

Provisional 
Classification

Level 2:

National 
Classification 

Level 3:

International 
Classification

• Introductory Programs & Training

• Local Level Competition

• State competition

• National competition

• High Performance or Emerging Talent Squad

• International Comp (Regional, World Champs etc.)



Provisional Classification and Medical Diagnostic Form



Getting Involved



The Start Line www.paralympic.org.au/the-start-line/

1. Direct your clients to The Start Line





2. Register for Para Playmakers to stay connected and support the movement

https://www.paralympic.org.au/para-playmakers/



3. Assist your client to obtain a Classification



44. Interested in becoming a classifier

• Send Expression of Interest via QR Code – to Para Play Makers
• Contacted regarding classifier course opportunities

• Attend a Classifier training course for a specific sport
• This generally involves:

o Online modules 
o In person training course
o Certification as a national classifier 

• Linked to new local Classifier Connect Group for active and trainee 
classifiers



Sporting options for people with a disability

• National Sporting Body for People with a Disability
• Paralympics Australia – Para sport – High performance
• Blind Sports Australia
• Disability Sports Australia – Abilities Unleashed (Come N Try Days) - Participation
• Disabled Winter Sports Australia

• Local council Inclusion officer/ Sport & Rec Development Officer

• Statewide sport organisation (e.g. Basketball Vic) inclusion officer



Blind Sports Australia



NDIS and Sport
• Link funding requests to goals

• Core Support (linked to social, community participation)
o Support workers to assist
o Transport funding
o Low cost equipment (eg. Goalball blindfolds)
o Disability specific coaching

• Capacity Building (link rationale to functional goals rather than sporting outcomes)
o Support coordination to find local options
o Therapy services: Dietician, Physio, EP, Orientation and Mobility

• Capital Supports
o Disability specific sports equipment (eg. Sports wheelchairs, running blades)

• Do NOT fund gym memberships, team uniforms, team fees

CT1



Slide 36

CT1 Wonder if worth including this slide and next? 
Claire Tucak, 2026-07-07T01:42:32.053

kp1 0 YES I love it, i am happy to speak to this one combining lived experience as well 
kperris@wais.org.au, 2026-08-12T23:57:30.115

kp1 1 Im just making a few edits here 
kperris@wais.org.au, 2026-08-12T23:58:27.819



Other Funding Options

For Para sport equipment

• Parasport Equipment Enhancement Program (PEEP)

For Para-athletes

• Sport Access Foundation Grants

• Australian Sports Commission – Local Para Champions Program, Para Athlete Barriers Fund

For athletes

• Local Councils offer sport and recreation grants

For people with disabilities

• Variety/Rotary/Lions clubs



The journey to 
Brisbane 2032



New WAIS Para Unit



New WAIS Para Unit



Questions?

Contact Details:

Claire Tucak
Para sport and Classification Advisor – WAIS
Paralympics Australia
Email: ctucak@wais.org.au
Phone: 0418 95 00 91

Tim Logan
Classification Specialist – VI
Paralympics Australia
Email: timothy.logan@paralympic.org.au
Phone: 0424 699 636
timothy.logan@paralympic.org.au




